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COLORADO RIVER WATERSHED

Length:  Approx. 1,400 miles

Drains:  246,000 sq. miles from 7 states

Headwater snowmelt

-96% thru Lees Ferry

-4% from side flows



HISTORICAL COLORADO RIVER

Recorded flows at Yuma

-High Spring Flows at Yuma (250,000 cfs)

-Low Summer Flows at Yuma (18 cfs)

Annual Flows

-24 million ac-ft (high)

-5 million ac-ft (low)



COLORADO RIVER WATERSHED

-Heavy Sediment Loads

-Actively building alluvial valleys

-Repeated Inundation

-Channel Shifting

-Habitats Created and Lost
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